Similarly, the number of deaths from bronchitis and other respiratory diseases increased slightly from 71 in December to 78 in January. There would appear to be little doubt that the climatic conditions have had a great deal to do with this increase.
The number of notifications of pulmonary tuberculosis has fallen slightly from last month, being 171 as against 192. For the corresponding period of last year it was, however, 158. The number of deaths (50) is much the same as the usual monthly total.
The birth rate has increased from 18.5 to 21.7. The death rate, as might be expected for the winter months, has also risen from 11.3 to 13.0. Nevertheless this higher figure compares very favourably with the rate of 15.7 recorded in January of 1953.
The number of deaths under one year of age was 78. This is slightly higher than last month, but considerably lower than the corresponding period of 1953. The final figure for the infantile mortality rate for the year 1953 is 30. This is the lowest figure ever recorded for Glasgow and is to be compared with a rate of 41 for the previous year.
